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Having reviewed the Draft Compliance Submission you prepared in relation to Condition 5 –
Conifers and the Red Squirrel of the planning permission granted by Bord Pleanála for the
Hellfire Club Visitor Centre and which you forwarded to me on the 12.7.2023, I am generally
happy with the approach adopted in the word document and accompanying drawings you
forwarded in regard to the retention, management and, where necessary felling of conifers in
the Hellfire Club plantation in the context of the development of the proposed visitor centre
while attempting to conserve the Red Squirrel population known to be present in this plantation.
 
In particular, it is welcome that it is not now intended (as set out in Point 1 of the word
document) to convert the existing conifer plantations on the upper part of Mountpellier Hill to
plantations of broadleaved trees, and that these conifer plantations will be managed as
continuous cover forestry. Given the relatively large areas involved the management of these
areas of conifers under such a regime should result in a sustainable long term supply of conifer
seeds to maintain the red squirrel population now present on the hill into the future.
 
It is also to be welcomed (as set out in Point 2) that a high proportion of Scots Pine will be
include in any supplementary planting to be undertaken in the areas of plantation clear-felled in
2015, as the seed crops available from mature specimens of this species are very suitable for
sustaining Red Squirrels (and of course the Scots Pine is a native species, though because of the
presence of planted trees of this species in the area, there would seem no point trying to source
native seed for the planting proposed).
 
Further to be welcomed is that (as referred to in Point 3) it may be feasible where there is no
danger of windfall to retain some of the mature Douglas Fir and Sitka Spruce around the
extended car park and especially above and outside of the existing forest track /road in this area.
Squirrel dreys and evidence of squirrels feeding in these large conifers have been noted in the
past, and the retention of as many large trees as possible should be of benefit to any Red
Squirrels using areas in the vicinity of the car park.
 
My only reservation with regards to the approach to tree management and planting proposed
(as mentioned to you last week) is that it appears from Drawing 16508-2101 Visitor Centre and
Environs Landscaping it is still intended to include a small number of Sessile Oaks amongst the
new planting to be carried out in the extended car park area and also among the specimen trees
to be incorporated in the landscaping. I would consider that any planting of oak trees in the
Hellfire Club plantation, even in small numbers, would be undesirable, as such planting could
encourage, by providing a new food source, the spread of Grey Squirrels uphill and across the
road from Massy’s Wood, and even leaving aside the wider conservation situation with regards
to Red Squirrels in this area, it would seem better from an amenity perspective to have Red
Squirrels rather than Grey Squirrels present in the immediate vicinity of the new visitor centre. It
is therefore recommended that Sessile Oaks should be omitted from any tree planting proposed
to be carried out in the Hellfire Club plantation uphill of the Military Road, including from the car
park planting and from among the specimen trees.
 
Apart from Condition 4 of the planning permission granted by Bord Pleanála it is noted that in
accordance with Condition 7 of the permission granted by the Board, that an Ecological Clerk of
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Dublin Mountains Visitor Centre & Associated Works 

An Bord Pleanǻla Ref: 06S.JA0040 

Condition No 5. 
A revised Forest Management Plan to retain the majority of the mature conifers on the Hellfire 
plantation to support the red squirrel shall be prepared by South Dublin County Council in 
consultation with the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

Reason: In the interest of protecting the environment, and in the interest of sustainable 
development and proper planning 

Response 

See attached Drawing Nos illustrating the Forest Management Plan:  

16508-2-100 Landscape Strategy Rev A 
16508-2-101 Visitor Centre and Environs Rev A 
16508-2-102 Hell Fire Club Environs Rev A 
 

The above revised plans were prepared and agreed following a site meeting on 7th July 2023 
involving: 

 of South Dublin County Council (Planner) 
(Ecologist) of Roughan & O’Donovan Consulting Engineers – Lead 

Consultant. 
 of Cunnane Stratton Reynolds – Project 

Landscape Architects 
, Coillte – Forest Operations 
, National Parks and Wildlife Service.  

 

The plans illustrate the following changes to maintain habitat for the Red Squirrel: 

1. No changes will be made to the existing established / mature coniferous plantations 
to the upper part of the hill, to convert them to broadleaved woodland, as originally 
proposed, other than some minor removal to open up the environs of the Hell Fire 
Club building itself. These coniferous commercial plantations will be managed under 
Coillte’s new policy of continuous cover forestry as part of the Dublin Mountains 
makeover area see https://www.coillte.ie/coillte-nature/ourprojects/dublinmountainsmakeover/   
 

2. Areas previously clear-felled in 2015, and with limited trees at the time of the original 
planning submission have now a mix of self-seeded Sitka Spruce, Gorse scrub and 
some Birch and Rowan, with lots of pheasant berry.  Many trees are now 3-4m high 
already and the need for new planting is low. Some smaller Sitka Spruce (under 2m 
high) will be removed in favour of Scots Pine and Birch. Supplementary planting if 
required / appropriate will include a high Scots Pine component, along with small 
seeded broadleaved pioneer species like Birch and Rowan. Pheasant berry, an 
invasive species, is to be removed. In time Sitka Spruce to be phased out as the 
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Scot’s pine matures and produces cones. Broadleaved trees already on site, 
including historic and new stands of Beech, are to be retained as features. Gorse and 
bramble scrub is also to be retained, apart from small areas that could be removed to 
facilitate new tree planting or open glades. The aim is to support the development of 
a mixed woodland (broadleaves and conifers) that favours the Red Squirrel, and 
natural regeneration is already achieving this. Oak and other large seeded trees have 
been omitted from planting lists in favour of small seeded trees – Pine, Birch and 
Alder. 

 
Clearfelled areas in 2016 – now with well established trees to 3-4m. 

 
3. Stands of mature mixed Sitka Spruce, Douglas Fir, Pine and mixed deciduous trees 

close to the existing car-park will be cleared to accommodate the expanded area of 
the new car-park and associated works. Subject to assessment of risks from 
windthrow, it may be feasible to retain trees not affected by the extents of the car-
park works but potentially requiring removal because of fall risks. The intention is to 
retain where feasible and ensure supplementary and new planting contains a mix 
with a high proportion of Scots Pine and other small seeded trees that favour Red 
Squirrel (disfavour Gray Squirrel). 
 

This will ensure that the majority of conifers on the Hellfire plantation are retained into the 
future and new planting proposed will create a Red Squirrel friendly species mix in the form 
of a mixed woodland (conifers and broadleaves). 
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