Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme

Conditions of Scheme

Types of Housing

The Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme may be paid, where appropriate, in respect of works carried out to:

Owner occupied housing;

Houses being purchased from a local authority under the tenant purchase scheme;

Private rented accommodation;

Accommodation provided under the voluntary housing Capital Assistance and Rental Subsidy schemes; and

Accommodation occupied by persons living in communal residences.
1.
Purpose of Grant

The Mobility Aids Housing Grant is available to cover a basic suite of works to address mobility problems primarily, but not exclusively, associated with ageing. The works grant aided under the scheme include:

· Grab-rails;

· Access ramps; 

· Level access showers;

· Stair-lifts; and


-
Other minor works deemed necessary to facilitate the mobility needs of a member of a household.

A report from an Occupational Therapist must accompany this application.

2.
Medical Priority
All applications for funding are prioritised on the basis of the medical needs of the applicant.  The three levels of prioritisation are as follows:- 

“Priority 1: Terminally ill or mainly dependent on family or a carer, or where alterations/adaptations would facilitate the discharge from hospital or alleviate hospitalisation in the future”.

“Priority 2: Mobile but needs assistance in accessing washing, toilet facilities, bedroom etc; or where without the alterations/adaptations the disabled person’s ability to function independently would be hindered”.

“Priority 3: Independent but requires special facilities to improve the quality of life, e.g. separate bedroom/living space”
3.
Level of Grant

The effective maximum grant is €6,000 or 100% of the approved cost of the works, excluding VAT, whichever is the lesser.  The grant is available to households whose gross annual household income does not exceed €30,000.

4.
Evidence of household income

The following evidence of income for previous tax year for all members of the household must be included with all applications: 

The following evidence of income must be included with all applications:

· A P21 PAYE Balancing Statement from the Revenue Commissioners (contact no. 1890 333 425) for each member of the household over 18 years of age (over 23 if a full time student) for previous tax year. In the event that the Revenue Commissioners are unable to issue a P21 Balancing Statement please request a letter indicating same.
· P60s required for all employment/private pension income for the previous tax year (which can be obtained from your employer/pension provider). 

· Statement(s) from the Department of Social Protection (contact  no. 1890 500 000) for each household member –for previous tax year, where payments are also received from that source.
· In the case of self-employed or farmers, Income Tax Assessment form together with a copy of certified accounts for the previous tax year.
· In the case of earnings from savings and investments, a certificate of interest or a dividend certificate.
5. Tax Requirements

         Tax Clearance:

In the case of any contractor engaging in work for the Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme for People with a Disability a current Tax Clearance or a C2 Card issued by the Revenue Commissioners must be submitted with the estimate for the required works. 


Property Tax:
All applicants are required to include with their grant application, proof that they are compliant with the local property tax.
6.
Appeals Procedure

In processing applications under the Mobility Aids Housing Grant Scheme for People with a Disability, the authority recognises that some applicants may be dissatisfied with the authority’s decision.  The authority will give every applicant an appeal mechanism, which will allow him or her to have the decision in his or her case reconsidered by another official. 

The following procedure shall apply to each appeal:

Applicants are invited to submit a written appeal on any decision notified to them by the local authority on their application within 3 weeks of the date of the decision stating the reasons for the appeal.  The appeal will be considered and adjudicated upon within 4 weeks of receipt.  A decision on an appeal will be notified to each applicant within 2 weeks of the decision being made.

7 

Checklist

 Please ensure that the following documentation is included in the application for grant aid:
· Fully completed application form (MAG1)

· Completed G.P. Medical report (MAG2)

· Occupational Therapist’s report (and receipt where applicable)(See note 1, page 2)

· Completed Tax Form for applicant (MAG3)

· C2/Tax Clearance certificates for each Contractor.

· Evidence of compliance with Local Property tax.

· Evidence of Household Income, from all sources, for all adults – (see note 5, page 3)

· 3 written itemised quotations detailing the cost of the proposed works

· All alterations to Electrical Installation Work must be in accordance with National Rules for Electrical Installations ETCI 4TH Edition 2008.
· All alterations to Electrical Installation Work to be undertaken by a Qualified Registered Electrician with RECI or ECSSA.
· All alterations to Electrical Installation Work to be Certified by a Qualified Registered Electrician as proof of compliance and Signed Certificate to be provided on completion of work for SDCC records. 
· Evidence of Planning Permission (depending on nature of proposed works).

Incomplete applications will be returned in full without assessment.

