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Percentage of water bodies that do not reach good 
ecological status (WISE Feb 2024)



Chemical Status of European Water Bodies (EEA 2023)



Nutrient status in European freshwater 1992-2021



Industrial releases of pollutants to water and 
economic activity since 2010 (EEA, 2023)



Percentage water bodies not in good ecological 
condition per river basin district (EEA 2021)





Windermere (2022 and 2024) South West Water fined 2.1 million

Pollution is profitable !!



What happened to the polluter pays?

• The Polluter Pays Principle (PPP) underlies the EU’s environmental policy and requires that polluters should bear 
the costs of their pollution including the cost of measures taken to prevent, control and remedy pollution and the 
costs it imposes on society. 

• PPP is reflected to varying degrees in the different EU environmental policies but its coverage and application was 
incomplete 

• While progress had been made in addressing specific pollutants, for many enterprises the price of water does not 
cover the costs imposed by the pollutants they release into the water. The recovery of the cost of water services is 
difficult to apply to pollution originating from diffuse sources, for example from agriculture. 

• EU continues to fund projects that should have been paid for by the polluter



How timely is this project!

• Recommendation 1 – Assess the scope for strengthening the integration of the Polluter 
Pays Principle into environmental legislation
• The Commission should assess the regulatory and administrative changes and the overall 

cost-benefit of better applying the Polluter Pays Principle, in particular dealing with diffuse 
water pollution from all sources, including agriculture by end of 2024

• Recommendation 3 – Protect EU funds from being used to finance projects that should 
be funded by the polluter 
• The Commission should in its supervisory capacity, make the use of EU funds for cleaning 

pollution conditional on checks, in collaboration with the Member States, that the relevant 
authorities took all the necessary steps to charge the polluter for the pollution they are 
responsible for 



Water and the LIFE programme
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