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SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL
COMHAIRLE  CHONTAE  ATHA   CLIATH  THEAS

ENVIRONMENTAL
Bosca 4122 SERVICES DEPARTMENT
Lar an Bhaile, Tamhlacht P.O. Box 4122
Baile Atha Cliath 24 Town Centre, Tallagh

Dublin 24

Telefon: 01-4149000 Telephone: 01-4149000
Facs: 01-4149101 Fax: 01-4149101

South Dublin County Report on Flooding 5th & 6th November, 2000

Rainfall
• Rainfall varied across the County from the 76mm recorded at Baldonnell to 137mm recorded at Boharnabreena for the 

period 9.00a.m. Sunday to 9.00a.m. Monday.

Geography of South Dublin
• South Dublin County Council Administrative Area is divided into 3 main catchment areas, drained respectively by the 

Griffeen, Camac and Dodder Rivers.

• The most serious flooding events occurred in the Griffeen Catchment area.  Drainage works carried out post ’93, Camac 
Phase 1, effectively served to protect the Camac Catchment from serious flooding and thus protected urban areas 
downstream of Corkagh Park, in particular Clondalkin.

Some flooding occurred in the Dodder Catchment at Dodder Park Road and Lower Dodder Road, also the Tallagh 
Stream, a tributary of the Dodder.

To the west of the Griffeen Catchment some flooding occurred in areas that ultimately drain to the Liffey via a series of 
watercourses and small streams flowing northwards through Kildare in the Newcastle/Hazelhatch area.

Details of flooding
• Serious flooding occurred in the Griffeen Catchment particularly in 2 areas.  

To the north at its confluence with the Liffey, the Griffeen river caused considerable flooding in the old village of 
Lucan.

The second area affected by serious flooding was in the Griffeen Valley just to the north of the Dublin Cork Railway 
line in the new housing areas of Old Forge and Grange Manor estates.

Chronology & Response
• South Dublin County Council received its first emergency call at 12.30p.m. on 5.11.00.

Consequent on this call and following inspections by Supervisory personnel, Drainage Department work crews were 
mobilised at 2.00p.m. on the 5.11.00.  Work crews from the Council’s Roads, Cleansing and Housing sections 
subsequently joined in the emergency works.  These squads remained on duty from 2.00p.m. 5.11.00 to 3.00a.m. on 
6.11.00 and from 8.00a.m. on 6.11.00 to 1.00a.m. on 7.11.00 to deal with the various problems arising. 

On Sunday evening and Sunday night, squads were engaged in the cleaning or river and culvert screens to facilitate 
flows, filling, distribution of sandbags to protect vulnerable areas and freeing blockages throughout the system caused 
by debris.



During this period excavations were carried out to lower the bank of the Camac at Corkagh Park to allow the pitches to 
serve as attenuation ponds.

• Early on Monday morning (6.11.00) at approximately 4.00a.m., the Griffeen broke its banks at the northern extremity
of Griffeen Valley Park (north of the N4) and flooded Lucan Village.

Between 4.00a.m. and 7.00a.m. on Monday the Griffeen also flooded the estates of Old Forge and Grange Manor in the
South Lucan Area.
This flooding persisted throughout Monday and the Griffeen was only returned to its channel at approximately 8.00p.m.
on Monday night.

Emergency Plan
• The extent of the storm and the flooding caused local emergency plans to be put into operation.  There were considered

adequate to deal with the situation which developed.  It was not considered necessary to declare a major emergency in
South Dublin due to the very specific and confined areas affected.

Road Closures
The only national route closed was the national secondary road N81 at Jobstown (11.00p.m. 5.11.00 – 4.00p.m. 6.11.00).

Regional and Local Roads closed included:

Adamstown Road at Lucan Village (4.00a.m. 6.11.2000 – 9.11.2000)
Lucan Ballowen Road (9.00a.m. – 4.00p.m. 6.11.2000)
New Link Road at Grange Manor (8.00a.m. – 8.00p.m. 6.11.2000)
Adamstown Road Flooded but passable.
Alymer Road (4.00a.m. – 8.00p.m. 6.11.2000)
Lucan Peamount (Polly Hops) (4.00a.m. – 8.00p.m. 6.11.2000)
College Lane (8.00a.m. – 8.00p.m. 6.11.00 – passable)
Hatch road flooded – passable
Belgard Road flooded – passable
Fortunestown Lane (8.00a.m. – 8.00p.m.)
Barnhill Road (Weirview Cottages) 4.00a.m. 6.11.2000 – 9.11.2000

Properties Flooded

Residential
12 houses at Avonmore Park (Nos. 7 – 18)
4 No. houses, Kiltipper Road, Tallaght (individually named)
25 No. houses, Old Forge Estate, Lucan
18 No. houses, Grange Manor Park/Drive, Lucan
House beside ‘Griffeen Valley Nursing Home’, Arthur Griffith Park, Lucan
House to rear of ‘Courtneys Pub’, Lucan Village
2 No. Bungalows Newcastle Village
2 No. Bungalows beside Newcastle Treatment Works
2 No. Houses, Knocklyon Avenue, Firhouse
3 No. Houses, Edmonstown Road (individually named)
15 No. Houses, Woodview Cottages, Rathfarnham 
1 house beside Chemserve on Edmonstown Road

‘Homeville’ opposite Mount Carmel Park, Firhouse3 Houses at Hazelhatch

Total number of residential properties known to be flooded: 90.

Commercial
‘Virtus Ltd’ Haydens Lane, Lucan



All the following in Lucan Village:
Centra Supermarket
Village Oriental Food Stores
Spice Inn Chinese Fast
Creative Flowers
Irish Permanent
O’Neills Pub
Kennys Pub
Courtneys Pub
Bank of Ireland
Pat Toolan Bookmaker
Carrolls Butchers

Also:
Jobstown Inn, Jobstown, Tallaght
‘Johns Takeaway’ Walkinstown Roundabout
‘Motorworld’ Robinhood Industrial Estate and adjoining premises
Chemserve on Edmondstown Road
‘Eurometals’ Mill Road, Saggart

Total number of commercial known to be flooded: 17.

The above are the premises which have come to the attention of this South Dublin County Council to date.

Evacuations
• No large-scale evacuations were required.  However in a number of limited cases South Dublin County Council

personnel helped to evacuate houses, a particular example being an expectant mother in the Old Forge estate.
• These evacuations were from Private Residential houses.
• No alternative accommodation was either requested or provided.
• We do not consider that anyone is still evacuated due to the flooding.

General
• No water treatment works were affected due to the flooding.
• Certain sewerage systems were affected by the flooding:

(a) The treatment Plant at Newcastle was submerged, preventing its operations for 24 hours.

(b) The Lucan Low Level Pumping Station on the Adamstown Road was flooded.  As a result the pump motors were
burnt out and need to be replaced.  Alternative pumping arrangements will be in place by 10.11.00.
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MINUTES OF MEETING

Document No. / File Reference: P4D403A – F310 – 030 – 004

Project No.: PD403A

Project Title: OPW Flood Hazard Mapping – Phase 1

Purpose of Meeting: South Dublin County Council – Areas of flooding – Drainage Division and 
Roads(North County)

Participating: Senior Executive Engineer Drainage
Senior Engineer Env Serv (part-time)
Roads Engineer
Search Manage)

South Dublin County Council (SDCC)
South Dublin County Council
South Dublin County Council
ESBI

Venue: South Dublin County Council Offices, 
Tallaght

Date(s) of Meeting: 25/04/05

Copies to: SDCC

Status: Final

Compiled by: Search Manager

Approved for ESBI: Search Manager

Approved for South Dublin 
County Council

SEE Environmental Services
Drainage

Date:
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ITEM
NO. MINUTE ACTION   

BY
1 Documents Issued

1.1 The following were issued by SDCC to ESBI:
A. A map of South Dublin County illustrating areas vulnerable to flooding derived from 

discussions within the Drainage Section of SDCC.
B. A list of locations vulnerable to flooding generated by the SDCC Roads Section (North) 

was presented.
C. A CD issued by JB Barry to SDCC containing 

Report of Flood Event 5/6 November 2000, 
Hydro Environmental Report on Lucan Village, 
Flood Extent mapping (Adobe pdf)
Flood photos and 
As-built Flood Defence Asset drawings (AutoCAD).

1.2 At the meeting, the locations vulnerable to flooding indicated on Map A (see heading 1.1) 
were reviewed by SDCC. The locations were assigned numbers and described. The 
locations and descriptions are listed below under Heading 2.

The flooding information provided by the Roads Section (Document B heading 1.1) was 
added to Map A, then numbered and is described below under Heading 3.

2 Flood Locations (Drainage Section)

2.1 1. Newcastle Village – Glebe – Recurring. Basement of house. Flood ID 1181.

2. Peamount Road Recurring. Flood ID 1182.

3. Beech Row Cottages Ronanstown Recurring. 6 houses affected. Flood ID 1183.

4. Cappaghmore Culvert Recurring – 9th Lock Road. Flood ID 1184.

5. Camac Culvert recurring – Irish Farm Centre, Old Naas Road. Problems with 
structural integrity of culvert. Flood ID 1185.

6. Killinarden Stream Jobstown recurring. Blocked regularly with debris. Flood ID 
1186. 

7. Robinhood Stream Walkinstown Recurring. Flood ID 1187.

8. Whitehall Road Kimmage Recurring. Drainage Related. Flood ID 1188.

9. Dodder Mount Carmel Park recurring. Parkland. Flood ID 1189.

10. Dodder – Lower Dodder Road Recurring. Flood ID 1190.

11. Tobermaclog Backweston Stream Recurring. Refer to OPW and Kildare County 
Council. Flood ID 1211

12. Baldonnell Barney’s Lane Recurring. Flood ID 1214

13. Newcastle Greenoge Recurring. Flood ID 1215

14. Palmerston – Mill Lane. Regular flooding near Liffey. Flood ID 1216

15. Camac Watery Lane Clondalkin Recurring. Flood ID 1220

16. Owendoher Stream Edmonstown Road. Nov 2000. Possible link to M50 works.
Flood ID 1221

17. Hazelhatch Flooding Shinkeen recurring. Refer to OPW information

3 Flood Locations (Engineer - Roads Section – North by telephone)

3.1 18. Lucan St Edmonsbury. Flooding of Road. Flood ID 1222

19. Aylmer Road Newcastle. Location to be confirmed. Flood ID 1223

20. Rathcoole Bridge. Affects slip road Dublin bound traffic to Rathcoole. Flood ID 
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ITEM
NO. MINUTE ACTION   

BY
1224

21. Lyons Road Newcastle. Recurring. Flood ID 1225

4. Processing of Data

4.1 The locations listed under Headings 2 and 3 above will be incorporated into the project 
database as Flood Events. They will then be mapped in the project GIS as points in 
accordance with the locations indicated on Map B.
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